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the present fashion is directly contrary: and eating, now, is the greatest pride, business, and expense of life, and that, too, not to support, but to destroy nature.
The frugal meal was anciently the time of unbending the mind by cheerful and improving conversation, and the table-talk of ingenious men has been thought worth transmitting to posterity. The meal is now at once the most frivolous and most serious part of life. The mind is bent to the utmost, and all the attention exerted, for what ? the critical examination of compound dishes: and if any two or three people happen to start some useful or agreeable subject of conversation, they are soon interrupted, and overpowered by the ecstatic interjections of, excellent I exquisite I delicious I Pray, taste this; you never eat a better thing in your life. Is that good ? Is it tender ? Is it seasoned enough ? Would it have been better so ? Of such wretched stuff as this does the present table-talk wholly consist, in open defiance of all conversation and common sense. I could heartily wish that a collection of it were to be published for the honour and glory of the performers; but, for want of that, I shall give my readers a short specimen of the most ingenious table-talk I have lately heard carried on with most wit and spirit.
My Lord having tasted and duly considered the Bechamele, shook his head, and then offered as his opinion to the company, that the garlic was not enough concealed, but earnestly desired to know their sentiments, and begged they would taste it with attention.
The company, after  proper deliberation, replied,